A brief history of youth culture

1946-
· School leavers age raised form 14 – 16

1953-
· Radio creates a new market playing a fusion of “dance hall” rhythm and blues and county music for young people. It becomes known as “Rock and Roll” an expression used in the Black ghettos for sexual intercourse.

· The phrase “teenager” invented by marketing men.

1950’s-
· Rock and Roll comes to Britain via American soldiers, it is copied wholesale. Britain develops it’s own look to go with the culture (Teddy Boys)

1960’s-
· Britain has it’s first original youth cult, the mods a fashion based culture with a continental style mixed with a love of soul and R’n’B. Look developed from continental film etc.

· The end of National Service

· Mods and Rockers (ageing Teddy Boys) fight on Bank Holidays.

· Recreational drug use becomes widespread mainly uppers e.g. Amphetamine sulphate and Dexedrine.

· The Vietnam War

· A move happens from the use of uppers to Hallucinogenic drugs. The resulting Spiritual atmosphere combined with the Peace movement sees the birth of Physcodelia and Hippies.

· The Beatles go to India

· Youth culture becomes political

1970’s-
· The first teenagers are grown up.

· Pop takes over as ‘Big Business’ come to youth culture for the first time.

· Led Zeppelin “create” Heavy Metal.

· Youth Culture abandons politics in disillusionment.

· The Winter of Discontent

· The Skinhead cult (the combination of those Mods whose love was violence and Jamaican influences) takes its anger to football grounds.

· Glam Rock, a media invention generally distrusted by young people.

· The arrival of Punk. Seeing the Hippies failed and hating the commerciality of Pop music, Punk was extremely nihilistic.

· ‘Two tone’ Ska music and New wave bands like the Jam and the Buzzcocks heralded a Mod revival.

1980’s-
· The recession and world problems meant an increased politicisation of Youth Culture as well notably swinging hard to the left.
· Homosexuality becomes a subject of public debate for the first time. The New Romantic style makes gender crossing a fashion.

· The “Gothic” style develops from the more glamorous remnant of Punk.

· Black Metal takes off in America and amongst British schoolboys.

· The Miners strike.

· Red wedge

· Live Aid

· The fall of communism and the Berlin wall.

The early 90’s-

· The dawn of the communication age!

· House music expands and in Britain the Rave scene begins. Over the previous few years a culture of free all night parties and festivals (Raves) use of dance drugs (to keep dancing all night long similar to the early 60’s mods) births Acid House

· European dance music e.g. Techno arrives
· Recreational drug use returns wholesale.

· The Tories win the General election

· The Criminal Justice Act, designed to hinder new age travellers, protests such as the Poll Tax riots and Raves makes it too difficult to stage this new dance music scene in fields at night for a select few, driving it into the high street club structures. The drugs follow, effectively introducing drugs to an alcohol-centric club scene, fuelling the growth of Ecstasy etc. use.

· Raves go underground.

· Fascination with the “New Age Travellers” and Neo-pagan ideas.

· Gates at music festivals rocket.

· America goes grunge.

The mid 90’s-
· Britain never really takes to grunge and sees it as America catching up with the spirit of Punk
· The average age of the record buying public dips to 12. Reflected in Bands like Take That etc.
· The age of consent for Homosexuality drops.
· Club culture explodes as the idea of partying in a field looses it’s charm. Drugs like LSD and Ecstasy become more available.
· The culture of “Brit Pop” in London’s Camden town gives young people a chance to express themselves again.
· Oasis become the second biggest band in the world (to U2)
· Leah Betts dies
· The internet becomes widely available.
The Late 90’s-

· Massive interest amongst young people in “extreme” sports – skateboarding, snowboarding, mountain biking ect.
· Teen “bubblegum” pop fills the void for the record industry when Brit Pop wears itself out.
· Ben Johnson, head of MTV said: “We don’t influence young people, we own them!”
· Media/Communication/Information super highway means that young people are bombarded with masses of information and ideas of an incredibly diverse nature.
· Computers have become the “generation separator” of the 90’s!
Early 2000
· An ever growing market of mobile phones. 
· I-pods. It was the must have Christmas gift of 2003. A gadget that stores your favourite 10,000.
· Reality TV shows like Big Brother 
· Tombstoning

· Live 8

Iraq war year

Jackass TV shows

U-Tube

Podcasts

Factory workers act

2nd world war investing in physical youth clubs

Maddonna’s bra

Britney shaves head

Paris 
