New “Rural Man” introduces himself

Greetings from sunny Perth! My name is Rob Rawson and I’m the new Regional Development Officer for the Church of Scotland, serving presbyteries in the north east. My special remit however, is to resource the rural church. With much of my area fitting a rural description, it’s highly appropriate.
Originally from Manchester (and supporting City, not United!), I moved up to Scotland in 2000 to become Director of Scottish Crusaders. Indeed, Crusaders played a huge role in my life and in my coming to faith. Now, under the banner of “Urban Saints”, I continue my involvement as a leader in my home town of Callander, where I share a chaotic home with my wife, Lara, and three toddler boys!

Having lived in Callander since 2003 and becoming an Elder at Callander Kirk two years later, I consequently can appreciate some of the challenges that face rural congregations today. One of these challenges is the issue of young adults leaving for the big cities and not returning. My hope is that with God’s help, we can discover ways to fill the widening gap that such departures leave behind.
More immediately, it is my intention to bring regular updates to the web site regarding those resources that relate to rural matters. So if you see or hear of something that you think is worth a mention (or a review), please feel free to contact me. My e-mail address is rrawson@cofscotland.org.uk and I look forward to hearing from you.
